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tion that have hampered the schools so long and be more open-
minded toward educational problems. Such an attitude in edu-
cational affairs would go a long way toward solving some of
the problems of life which are vexing us to-day.

LARGE APPROPRIATIONS FOR AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION
BY A SOUTHERN STATE.

The state legislature of Arkansas has appropriated $350,000 for the erec-
tion of four agricultural schools and $500,000 additional has been raised by
the cities. In the building and furnishing of the schools ideas suggested
by the Stout Institute, of Menominee, will be largely used.

MEANINGLESS SCHOOL WORK NOT TO BE TOLERATED.
The day is fast passing when high school pupils will be required to do

what to them is meaningless work simply because it is the custom. Neither
will they be asked to do such work merely for some profound pedagogical
principle which only the instructor may have in mind.�H. L. Terry, State
Inspector of High Schools.

HISTORY OF COAL MINING.
Coal was first noted in the Coos Bay region about fifty years ago, Prof.

J. S. Newberry having reported in 1855 that the coal deposits of Coos Bay
had begun to attract attention. Some mining was done there in 1855
and 1872, and in 1876 two mines�the Eastport and the Newport�were
in active operation. The Newport, however, was the only one to survive.
The Beaver Hill mine was opened in 1895. This was at first an uncertain
factor but is now one of the important producers.

COAL RESOURCES OF OREGON.
According to estimates prepared by M. R. Campbell of the United States

Geological Survey, the total coal-bearing formations of Oregon are limited
to an area of 230 square miles, the original contents of which are placed
by Mr. Campbell at 1,000,000,000 short tons.

ENORMOUS PRODUCTION OF PETROLEUM.

The production of crude petroleum in California has increased from
33,098,598 barrels in 1906 to 39,748,375 barrels in 1907, to 44,861,742
barrels in 1908, and to 54,433,010 barrels in 1909. By far the larger part
of this product is used as fuel and, estimating 33^ barrels of petroleum
as equivalent in efficiency to a ton of coal, the total production of California
petroleum in 1909 was equivalent to more than 15,500,000 tons of bituminous
coal. California’s petroleum production in 1909 was larger than the entire
output of the United States in any year prior to 1896. Petroleum is a
better steam-raising fuel than coal, requires no fireman, and produces no
dust, cinders, or ashes, and it i& not remarkable that coal mining in the
state is at a disadvantage.




